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What appears in 
the heaven as 
phenomenon, 
takes concrete 
form on the 
earth 
「在天成象，在地成形
」 
The heaven pro-
duces spiritual 
entities and 
the 
sages follow 
them. 
「天生神物，聖人則之
」 
Phenomena[象] 
descend from 
the heaven, 
showing good 
and bad signs, 
the sages 
imitate[象] them 
through the 
divinatory 
hexagrams. 
「天垂象，見吉凶，聖
人象之」

There is nothing more visible than what is secret, and nothing more manifest 

than what is minute. Therefore the superior man is watchful over himself, 

when he is alone. While there are no stirrings of pleasure, anger, sorrow, or 

joy, the mind may be said to be in the state of Equilibrium. When those feel-

ings have been stirred, and they act in their due degree, there ensures what 

may be called the state of harmony. This equilibrium is the great root from 

which grow all the human actings in the world, and this harmony is the uni-

versal path which they all should pursue. Let the states of equilibrium and 

harmony exist in perfection, and a happy order will prevail throughout heaven 

and earth, and all things will be nourished and flourish. 

What appears in 
the heaven as 
phenomenon, 
takes concrete 
form on the 
earth 
「在天成象，在地成形
」 
The heaven pro-
duces spiritual 
entities and 
the 
sages follow 
them. 
「天生神物，聖人則之
」 
Phenomena[象] 
descend from 
the heaven, 
showing good 
and bad signs, 
the sages 
imitate[象] them 
through the 
divinatory 
hexagrams. 
「天垂象，見吉凶，聖
人象之」
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